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THE DEMOCRATS ANDO THE FULL EMPLOYHENT BILL 
ANNC2 : 

THF UNITED STATES CONGRESS IS GETTIISG READY TO DEBATE 
COMPLICATED LEGISLATION KNOW AS THE FULL EMPLOYMENT BILL. 

IF THE DEMOCRATIC MAJORITIES IM GOTH PASS THE BILL, AS 
EXPECTED, IT COULD BECOME ONE OF THE MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
ISSUES IN THIS YEAR'S ELECTION CAMPAIGiI, AS CHARLES NEED 
EXPLAINS. 

VOICE; 

UHIMY CARTER SAYS HE'S FOR IT, AND SO DO MORRIS UDALL, 
JERRY BROWN, HENRY JACKSON AUD FRANK CHURCH. THEY MAY NOT 
AGREE ON MUCH ELSE, BUT THE LEADING DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES ALL SAY THEY'LL SUPPORT THE FULL EMPLOYIIENT BILL. 
AND IF CONGRESSIONAL DEHOCRATS HAVE THEIR WAY, THE EVENTUAL 
NOMINEE, WHOEVER HE IS, MAY MOT HAVE THE CHANCE TO CHANGE HIS 
MIND. FOR THE PARTY THAT HAS LO‘IG GIVEN AT LEAST LIP SERVICE 
TO THE IDEA THAT IT'S THE RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNHENT TO KEEP 
ALL AMERICANS WORKING IS Of: THE VERGE OF CONVERTING THAT 
IDEA li!TO OFFICIAL PARTY POLICY. 

THE BILL COMING UP FOR CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE IS COMPLEX 
AND, IN THE AMERICAN POLITICAL CONTEXT, ALMOST REVOLUTIONARY. 
IT HOULD GRANT EVERY AHERICAH ADULT THE RIGHT TO A JOB 
OPPORTUNITY AT A FAIR WAGE. IT WOULD SET A GOAL OF THREE 
PER CENT UNEMPLOYHENT FOR ALL ADULT “WORKERS, TO BE 
ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN FOUR YEARS. AiiD TO ACHIEVE THAT GOAL, 

IT CALLS FOR YOTiT ECONOMIC PLANTING BY THE PRESIDENT, 


CONGRESS AND THE FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD, THE NATION'S 
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CENTRAL BANKING SYSTEM THAT UNDER LAW OPERATES MORE OR LESS 


INDEPENDENTLY. TO ACHIEVE AHD MAINTALN HIGH LEVELS OF 
EMPLOYMENT, THE BILL PROVIDES FOR A VARIETY OF JOB PROGRAMS 
AND FINANCIAL GRANTS TO STATES AND LOCALITIES UNDERGOING 
ECONOMIC TROUBLES. 

CRITICS OF THE LEGISLATION -- AND THEY INCLUDE NEARLY 
ALL REPUBLICANS, AS WELL AS SOHE DEMOCRATS -- CALL IT 
IMPRACTICAL AT GEST, UN-ANERICAN AT WORST. SOME FIND THE 
PLANNING ASPECTS OF THE BILL TOO SOCIALISTIC. OTHERS, LIKE 
PRESIDENT FORD, SAY THE COST WOULD BRING ON MORE INFLATION 
JUST WHEN PRICES HAVE BEGUN FALLING. THE PRESIDENT, PROMISING 
TO VETO THE BILL, BLAMES THE DEMOCRATS FOR PLAYING ELECTION- 
YEAR POLITICS. 

SPONSORS OF THE BILL SAY IT'S TINE TO END THE UP-AND-DOWN 
ECONOMIC CYCLES THAT OFTEN LEAVE SO MANY AMERICAI!S WITHOUT 
JOBS AND DEPENDENT Of! WELFARE, THAT MORE PLANNING IS NEEDED 
TO SAVE THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEH. IRONICALLY, THE DEMOCRATS 
ARE MAKING THIS ARGUMENT AT A TIME WHEN PUBLIC OPINION POLLS 
SHOW A DESIRE FOR LESS GOVERNMENT, NOT MORE. AND DESPITE 
REPUBLICAN CHARGES THAT THEIR OPPONENTS ARE PLAYING POLITICS, 
THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT THE PUSH FOR FULL EMPLOYNENT 
LEGISLATION WILL BE GOOD POLITICS, A RISK MOST DEMOCRATS 
AT THIS STAGE SEEM WILLING TO TAKE. 
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